
God.  Speaking of Richard, I 
know I can count on all of you to 
support him fully, as well as 
those who have agreed to lead 
the upcoming events.  Keep in 
mind that the Adopt-A-Family 
Dinner will be in need of quality 
raffle items as well as food, gift 
cards, and general leg work-
including coats for our annual 
Coats for Kids Drive for the 
Adopt-A-Family Dinner.  In 
addition, the Adopt-A-Family 
Dinner will be in need of Brother 
Knights to adopt those families 
whom we help in our annual 
event.  These families are local 
families who live directly within 
the boundaries of our parish!  
Please, consider going before 
Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament to begin discernment 
as to whether you can adopt a  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 

Hello my brothers! 
As Catholics, we all know 
that we do not hold any 
merit for those things we 
hold dear in our lives or 
even those things we fear 
yet work wonders for us.  
We know all belongs to 
God, all is from God, and 
that which we do have is a 
gift. However, knowing this 
and living it are two very 
different things.  Our 
parish has successfully 
brought to a large number 
of the faithful the under-
standing of Stewardship.  
In fact, this year we have a 
new model: LIVE the 
FAITH: PRAY gratefully; 
SERVE responsibly; GIVE 
generously.  November is 
the best time to remind 
ourselves to be grateful.  

Gratitude is the key to true 
stewardship!  It is the 
grateful response of a 
Christian disciple who 
recognizes and receives 
God’s gifts and shares these 
gifts in love of God and 
neighbor.  The Knights of 
Columbus have long 
understood this principle 
through the guidance of Fr. 
Michael McGivney.  He 
carefully and prayerfully 
laid out the four pillars that 
we rely upon for strength 
and fortitude in times of 
struggle and in joy.  Our 
Deputy Grand Knight has 
been detailing them 
beautifully each month, and 
I urge you to read them and 
take them fully into your 
heart as you live them daily 
through discernment with 

 

Next Business Meeting 

TUESDAY,  

November 5th, 7:00 PM  

Father O’Hare Hall 

Don’t Come Alone Bring 

A Fellow Knight! 

 

In October, there were very few of 
us who made it to the second 
Friday mass for the deceased 
members of our Council and the 
Respect Life Rosary afterwards.  
Were you there?  If not, we 
missed you.  Will you join us now 
in November? 
 

Daily mass is a great way to show 
how you “support the faith.” Masses 
are at 8 AM or 5:45 PM during the 
week and 8 AM on Saturdays.  When 
was the last time that you made the 
effort to give thanks to God for all that 
He does for you by going to a daily 
mass? 

Grand Knight’s Message 
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Richard Braun 
Publisher 

Bob Shannon  
(Bob is looking to retire from 

publishing the Knight Light.  If you 
would be interested in helping with 

getting out this newsletter, 
communicate with any of us.) 

DEADLINE 
Send your letters, stories, 

ideas, typed with your name 
and phone # no later than 
the 15th of each month. 

Please, note, all submissions 
are subject to editing and 

space available.  
 

Website: kofc10644.com 
MAIL:   

Richard Braun 
1821 Kruger Drive, 
Modesto, CA 95355  

EMAIL:  
MAFERICK@NETSCAPE.NET 

CALL:  
Bob Shannon 484-8743 



approached, he was given a 
last request, and he asked for 
a party for his fellow prisoners 
with cake and ice cream 
because, as he said “I am going 
to be with her.”  (Several of 
Claude’s fellow prisoners had 
been impressed by the event 
and had also received 
instructions in the Catholic 
faith.)   Claude was 
disappointed when his 
execution was delayed for two 
weeks.  He said: “If you ever 
saw her face, and looked into 
her eyes, you wouldn’t want to 
live another day!” A priest 
suggested that Claude should 
use the time to pray for a 
fellow prisoner, a white man 
named James Hughs, who was 
full of immorality and of hatred 
for his Catholic religion.   
Claude was executed on Feb. 
4, 1944.  Three months later 
James Hughs was led to the 
electric chair.  He spit in the 
face of a doctor who urged him 
to pray an Our Father.  
Strapped into the electric 
chair, Hughs suddenly fixed 
his eyes on a corner of the 
room and screamed in terror, 
and said “Sheriff, get me a 
priest.”  Hughs received 
absolution.  Before his 

execution explained to the 
Sheriff: “Remember that black 
man Claude – the one whom I 
hated so much? Well he's 
standing there [and he 
pointed], over in that corner. 
And behind him with one 
hand on each shoulder is the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. And 
Claude said to me, 'I offered 
my death in union with Christ 
on the Cross for your 
salvation.  She has obtained 
for you this gift of seeing your 
place in Hell if you do not 
repent.'  I have been shown 
my place in Hell, and that's 
why I screamed.” 
This true story is about the 
power of the Miraculous Medal, 
and about the power that we 
can have as men of God if we 
offer up our daily hardships 
prayerfully to save the souls of 
our loved ones! 

Father  
Mark Wagner 

Chaplain and Pastor,  
St. Joseph’s Parish 

 
Read the full story at: 
http://
www.mysticsofthechurch.com/20
11/12/miraculous-story-of-
claude-newman-his.html 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
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SUNSHINE CHAIRMAN 
son of Kent Harker; Jeremy, 
son of Robert Hemsley; 
Patricia Dinubilo, mother of 
Rick Dinubilo; the family of 
John Gorman; Sharon 
Iorns, mother of Matt Iorns; 
Maryann Powers, mother of 
Chris Powers; and Darlene 
Nielsen. 

Keep our Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, and all priests and 
religious in your prayers also. 
If you know of any updates or 
other prayer requests, please let 
me know. 
Contact information is 209-551-
9534 or mccave@yahoo.com 

John McCave 

Past Grand Knight 

Please pray for the following 
Brothers: Dan Dwyer; Dave 
Tacchini; Tony Lee; David 
Malsom; Mike Miranda & 
his wife, Nicky; Jerry 
Oftring & his wife, Ruth; 
Robert Hemsley; and 
Monsignor Conrad Gruber, 
4th Degree Chaplin. 
Remember also in your 
prayers: Stephen Harker, 

My dear Brother Knights, 
November is the month of 
spooky stories about death 
and souls that need prayers.  
Yesterday on Catholic radio I 
heard the story of Claude 
Newman, an African-American 
who in 1944 was on death 
row awaiting execution for 
murder.  He saw a miraculous 
medal around the neck of a 
fellow prisoner and asked 
what it was.  The other 
prisoner didn’t know how to 
explain it, got embarrassed, 
and threw it on the floor 
saying “take the thing.”  
Claude put it on himself and 
that night he was awakened 
by a vision of “the most 
beautiful woman that God 
ever created” who told him “If 
you would like me to be your 
mother, and you would like to 
be my child, send for a priest 
of the Catholic Church.”  
Claude asked for a priest, 
although he was illiterate he 
received enough instruction to 
be able to receive baptism and 
the other sacraments.  He also 
received several other 
apparitions of Mary, and 
received further instructions 
from her about the faith!  
When his scheduled execution 



CELEBRATE! 
Ladies’ Birthdays 

Patricia Chavarria 11-11 
Lisa Ringer 11-16 
Kim McCarthy 11-17 
Amanda Towne 11-17 
Alejandra Fausto 11-18 
Jacqueline Nunez 11-21 
Cathy Hartman 11-22 
Kathleen Harker 11-26 
Kim Ringer 11-26 
Michele Nielsen 11-27 
Wendy Morton 11-27 
Maricela Sanchez 11-28 
 
 
 
   
Note: If birthdays or anniversaries 
are incorrect or missing you need to 
contact Sam Moraca to correct the 
error. 

Anniversaries 
Linda & Bill Black 11-1-68 
Dr. Steven & Beka 11-4 
Barbara & Jim Brady 11-8-69 
Rosalie & Joe Gardella 11-9-91 
Trina & David Malsom 11-9-90 
Patricia & Alfred Hinojos 11-10 
David & Maria Sally Evans 11-10 
Mara & Sean Mullins 11-11-00 
Lela & Pat Seefeldt 11-11-72 
Terence & Kristine Rocca 11-17-84 
Ruth & Jerry Oftring 11-22-52 
Rosanne & Bob Yanko 11-23-96 
Maria & Geraldo DeQueiroz 11-24-73 
Theresa & Jim Galuppi 11-24-62 
Sharon & Bob Briar 11-26-83 
Diana & Robert Poncini 11-27-04 
Lupe & Guadalupe Valdovinos 11-28 

Members’ Birthdays 
Wayne Bradshaw 11-1 
Josue Jimenez 11-4 
Alfred Sierras 11-5 
Ron Uyeshiro 11-6 
Al Badal 11-9 
Dr. Bob Selover 11-9 
Roger Duke 11-9 
Marty Reis 11-13 
Mike Lamanet 11-14 
Mason Trevillyan 11-16 
Gary Moya 11-17 
Ed Tobias 11-17 
Joey Rodriguez 11-18 
Sam Satariano 11-21 
Gene Thiel 11-21 
Len Churilla 11-25 
Adam Harker 11-25 
Jose Barajas 11-27 
Geraldo DeQueiroz 11-27 
Daniel Hernandez 11-27 
John Wee 11-27 
Rev. Francis Joseph 11-28 
Virgil Ereso 11-28 
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You can find the events for other months on the Council’s website, kofc10644.com. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

All Saints’ Day 

2 
  

 All Souls’ Day 

3 4 
Officers’ 
Meeting 
Vatican 
Council 
6:30 PM 

5 
Business 
Meeting 
O’Hare Hall 
7 PM 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 

Presentation of 
the Virgin 
Mary 

22 23 
 
Blessed Miguel 
Pro 

24 
  

Christ, the 
King 

25 26 27 28 
 

 

Thanksgiving 

29 30 



Why should I depend on the 
Knights of Columbus for my life 
insurance and my retirement 
plans?  Let’s have the 
facts speak for themselves… 
I. Financial Strength 
$90 Billion Dollars of Life 
Insurance enforce, $19, Billion 
in Assets.  Rated A ++ Superior 
by A.M. Best Co. 38 YEARS in a 
row! 
II. Service 
Our founder, Father Michael 
McGivney, had a dream to 
create a Catholic organization 
to provide for widows and 
orphans of deceased members.   
III. Cost 
YOU CHOOSE THE PRICE! As a 
fraternal benefit society we will 
always strive to give our 
members a diversified and cost 
effective portfolio of products. 
(Let’s Compare!) 
IV. Ask your insurance 

company ANY of the 
following questions: 

• What did your company do 
this year to promote our 
Catholic values? 

• How many times did your 
company televise the Holy 
Father on worldwide 
television last year? 

• What kind of pro-life 
campaign does your company 
have to protect the unborn? 

• What has the CEO or your 
company done to combat 
human cloning and 
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embryonic stem cell 
research?  

• Does your company provide 
for international satellite 
broadcasts to evangelize our 
Catholic faith and values? 

• Does your company 
promote and support 
vocations for priests and 
religious life? 

• Does your company 
annually support Mother 
Teresa’s Sisters of Charity? 

• Does your company 
annually support Mother 
Angelica’s EWTN? 

• Does your company make 
an annual donation to the 
Holy Father’s charities? 

• Does your company 
guarantee an education at a 
Catholic university to 
children of Knights of 
Columbus members who 
are policemen, firemen or 
military and who are killed 
or permanently disabled in 
the line of duty at no cost to 
my family? 

• Does your company support 
World Youth Day every 
three years? 

• Is there a better price than 
the Knights? – I have not 
ran into any yet but it is 
possible. 

• Is there a better Catholic 
value? – ABSOLUTELY NOT! 

Brothers as we sit down for 
our Thanksgiving dinner, let us 
remember to pray for the 

families who are struggling to 
put food on their table and 
make ends meet in these 
difficult economic times. During 
this holiday season and 
beyond, I encourage everyone 
to open their hearts, to come 
together and help their family, 
friends, and people in our 
communities, and our church; 
in their time of need.  This 
Thanksgiving and CHRISTMAS 
season let’s remember our 
widows and elderly members 
within our councils and church 
to identify those who may 
need help.  If you are not sure 
if your council can help, let me 
know and I will find out what 
help is available in your area.  
Hope you all have a Blessed 
and Happy Thanksgiving with 
your families. 
Sincerely and fraternally,  

Julio ValadezJulio ValadezJulio ValadezJulio Valadez  

Julio Valadez  
Field Agent  
209-277-9900  
CA LIC #0G78995  
julio.valadez@kofc.org 
“At death, the lawyer arrives 
with his bill, the accountant 
with his and the funeral 
director with his. I am the 
one who arrives with a check 
to pay those bills.” 



generic kindness.”  All that 
we do as an organization 
should be around prayer, as 
we are not doing “mere 
philanthropy or generic 
kindness,” aren’t we?  Aren’t 
we striving to do God’s work?  
Then, why aren’t we praying 
more before, during and after 
the time that we are doing it 
to ask God for the strength to 
begin the work, to ask for 
perseverance, and then to 
thank Him for helping us to 
complete the task, success-
fully or not.  As Knights, 
shouldn’t we be examples of 
prayer in all that we do? 
I know that for many of us, 
as MEN, it might be difficult 
to begin to pray, if we are not 
already in the habit of doing 
so on a regular basis.  I know 
that I did not pick up the 
habit from my parents.  I had 
to learn it from my wife and 
sons.  Well, to be more 
accurate, they “learned” me, 
and “learned” me well. 
I can recall evenings watch-
ing my wife praying the ro-
sary by herself after I respon-
ded that I was “really too bu-
sy.”  Eventually, the guilt got 
to me; and I started to join 
her, “but only for a decade.”  
Why was I going to “waste my 
time” doing something that I 
didn’t yet understand or see 
as important? 
Before long, we added 
another decade, and then 
another, and, before too long, 
we were praying the entire 
rosary.  And you know what?  
I still had plenty of time for 
what I thought, at the time, 
was so important to keep me 

from praying, even after we 
added even more prayers 
before and after the rosary.  
Now, that I am in the habit, I 
pray before I get out of bed, 
before meals (something else I 
never used to do), take time in 
the middle of the day to do so, 
find a way to mass on almost 
every day, and still pray with 
my family every evening 
without missing any of the 
“important” things.  I actually 
find that I have more time 
now than I did before.  If I can 
start the good habit of prayer 
that we, as Knights should all 
have, so can you.  How are 
you going to include more 
prayer in your life this month, 
Brother Knights? 
God bless, 

Richard Braun 
Deputy Grand 

Knight  
 

 
 
 
 
Don’t forget, Brothers, to keep 
track of any of your volunteer 
activities either officially 
during a Knight event or in the 
community.  Don’t submit the 
number of rosaries you have 
prayed, but if you work with a 
particular ministry, how many 
hours this month were you 
helping with it?  How many 
hours volunteering with a non-
profit?  You can easily submit 
your hours at our meetings or 
online at kofc10644.com.  Look 
for it on the resources page. 

My dear Brother Knights, 
What is it that we, as an 
organization, are all 
about?  Hopefully, you 
have seen over the last 
four month’s in my article 
in this newsletter that we 
are about more than 
merely getting together to 
enjoy each others’ 
company.  We do get that 
out of being a Knight as 
well, but that is not the 
primary purpose of being 
a Knight.  We are not a 
social club, we are a 
service organization 
working towards showing 
charity, unity, fraternity 
and patriotism, as defined 
by the order.  We defend 
the faith and life.  We 
stand up for the those 
that cannot stand up for 
themselves from the 
womb to the tomb. 
Because I have already 
covered the four guiding 
principles over the last 
four months, I would like 
to talk this month about 
prayer.   
Prayer should be the 
basis of all that we do.  It 
should be on our lips as 
we awake in the morning, 
as we eat our meals, as 
we do our daily work, and 
most definitely as we do 
the work of the Knights of 
Columbus.  As a wise, 
young man that I have 
been reading a lot about, 
Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, once said, 
“Charity without prayer 
would not be true charity,      
 but mere philanthropy or  
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Brother Knights,  
If you are experiencing 
difficulty in these trying 
economic times please contact 
me or the Grand Knight in 
order to make arrangements 
for your dues.    
If you haven't paid because 
you cannot remember the last 
time you came to a meeting 
then please come to a meeting.  
Stay after and renew your 
friendship with your fellow 
knights.  There is always room 
for one more Brother Knight at 
our meetings.  We have some 
exciting events planned.  
Please come and join us. 

Sam Moraca 
Financial Secretary 

 
 

To date, you have received 
your copy of the Knight Light 
in the mail.  Starting in 
January, we will be publishing 
this newsletter ONLY online.  
You will receive an email when 
it is posted online to 
download.  If you do not have 
access to the internet, please 
send an email to the Publi-
sher, Bob Shannon at 
pacesetter1@mac.com or call 
him at 484-8743.  If you do 
not already receive the job 
listings emails, send Bob your 
email to update our email 
data base.  December’s issue 
will be the last you will receive 
in the mail, unless you email  
or call us. 

family in December.  Many 
who have done this before, 
including myself and my 
family, report joys untold as 
it seems the gift was in fact 
meant for them and not the 
family they helped! While 
both of these events are 
Knight events, please 
consider bringing someone 
whom you see as a future 
Knight to enjoy the festivities 
and see, in part, what we do.  
I wish you all a joyful and 
blessed Thanksgiving!  

Humbly yours in Christ,  
Michael Miranda,  

Grand Knight 

Moraca’s Message 
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Thanks for the reminder.  I did 
not ignore the first one, just 
procrastinated.  Such a nice big 
word!  From the Latin 
“Procrastinator”: a public 
official whose job it was to slow 
down the government so that it 
would not make quite so many 
mistakes. 
Hmmmm.  A penny for your 
thoughts! 
Anyway, here is my real joke for 
the month! 
Where is God? 
A couple had two little boys, 
ages 8 and 10, who were 
excessively mischievous. They 
were always getting into trouble 
and their parents knew that, if 

any mischief occurred in their 
town, their sons were probably 
involved. 
The boys’ mother heard that a 
clergyman in town had been 
successful in disciplining 
children, so she asked if he would 
speak with her boys. The 
clergyman agreed, but asked to 
see them individually. So the 
mother sent her 8-year-old first, 
in the morning, with the older boy 
to see the clergyman in the 
afternoon. 
The clergyman, a huge man with 
a booming voice, sat the younger 
boy down and asked him sternly, 
“Where is God?” 
They boy’s mouth dropped open, 

but he made no response, sitting 
there with his mouth hanging open, 
wide-eyed. So the clergyman repeated 
the question in an even sterner tone, 
“Where is God!!?” Again the boy made 
no attempt to answer. So the 
clergyman raised his voice even more 
and shook his finger in the boy’s face 
and bellowed, “WHERE IS GOD!?” 
The boy screamed and bolted from the 
room, ran directly home and dove into 
his closet, slamming the door behind 
him. When his older brother found 
him in the closet, he asked, “What 
happened?” 
The younger brother, gasping for 
breath, replied, “We are in BIG 
trouble this time, dude. God is 
missing - and they think WE did it!” 

Grand Knight (continued) 

John’s Jokes 

Receiving the Knight Light 



“Jesus entered a 
village where a 
woman whose name 
was Martha welcomed 
him.  She had a sister 
named Mary [who] sat 
beside the Lord at his 
feet listening to him 
speak.  Martha, 
burdened with much 
serving, came to him 
and said, ‘Lord, do 
you not care that my 
sister has left me by 
myself to do the 
serving?  Tell her to 
help me.’  The Lord 
said to her in reply, 
‘Martha, Martha, you 
are anxious and 
worried about many 
things.  There is need 
of only one thing.  
Mary has chosen the 
better part and it will 
not be taken from 
her.’” – Luke, 10:38-42 

November is just plain 
busy: school is in full 
swing and colds are 
going around, days are 
cool and nights are cold.  
If your favorite team 
isn’t doing well, 
everyone reminds you of 
that.  Parking at the 
mall?  Wear comfortable 
shoes.   
I was reflecting on the 
pace of the weekends 
and how much needs to 
be squeezed into two 
days.  Then holiday 

season hits; and, ready or 
not, things start piling on.  
More things to do, less 
time to do them; then it’s 
Monday again.  Is it any 
wonder that people come 
to hate the holiday 
season? 
The good news is that the 
holiday season isn’t about 
frustration: it’s about 
Jesus.  At the center of 
everything is Jesus.  
Knowing that takes a 
great deal of stress off of 
my shoulders.  We stress 
about buying toys and 
trinkets to demonstrate 
our affection for family 
and friends, but don’t 
spend time hugging or 
listening to them.  And 
that, my friend, is the root 
of any strong relationship, 
communication. 
My message this month is 
short and sweet.  If your 
life seems stressed and 
cluttered, relax, regroup, 
rethink, and reprioritize.  
Busyness anytime can be 
a distraction, if it 
interferes with what we 
should be doing.  What 
should we be doing?  
Learn a prayer, read your 
bible.  All Souls and All 
Saints begin the season 
which ends in Easter and 
Pentecost.  That’s about 6 
months of a loving 
embrace of faith that 
should carry us through 
the rest of the year.  

Remember the story of 
Martha and Mary.  Pace 
yourself, look to the Lord and 
seek His peace.  Miracles can 
happen.  
 

Ed Ibarra 

Lecturer10644@yahoo.com 
The November business 
meeting is on Tuesday, 
November 5th at 7:00pm.  
The second Friday Memorial 
Mass for the deceased 
Knights of this council is on 
Friday, November 8th at 
5:45pm.  The Respect Life 
Rosary begins at about 6:30; 
please go!  Don’t forget to 
make a good confession and 
get cleaned up spiritually.   
Pray that God give us the 
grace to seek Him in prayer.  
Pray for the men and women 
who serve in law enforcement 
and the military.  Pray that 
politicians have a conversion 
of heart.  Pray for strong 
families.  Above all, pray that 
Holy Mother Church around 
the world can withstand the 
buffets of her enemies.  Pray 
for our priests and for our 
Holy Father Pope Francis.  

Lecturer’s Notes: November: Busy, Busy, Busy 
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St. Joseph Council #10644 

Knights of Columbus 

PO Box 576959 
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Programs  Mike Miranda 526-4704   

Membership Rick Dinubilo 524-3757 
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Youth Activities Steven Tubbs 402-8937 

Family Activities Kent Harker 596-2660 

Newsletter Richard Braun 604-0382 
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Sunshine Committee John McCave 551-9534 
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Thanks to all our wonderful sponsors… 

Emil & Frances Carney Bob & Lita Selover Marty & Kathy Reis Dan & Peggy Dwyer Elsie Reis Sally Cleary    

Bob & Margaret Offermann John & Eleanor  Karaz Joe & Joan Castagna Joyce Earl Anna Ciccarelli Leroy & Melinda Gordon 

Jerry & Ruth Oftring Mel & Lucy Mattos Herb & Dorothy Saska Manuel & Hilda Sylvia Pat Boucher   Jack & Mary Adams 

Dave & Joan Tacchini Gary & Rita Humphreys Owen & Marietta Kummerle Alvera  & Donald Baumgratz John Luty 
 

We are in the process of updating our Sponsor list for the back page of the Knight Light .  As you know, this is one way of offsetting the costs 
of printing and mailing our newsletter.  The cost is $10 per year.  If you would like to continue or to be added to the list, please let Herb Saska 
know.  You can let him know or send your payment to 2212 Curzon Drive, Modesto, CA  95355 or by calling 551-5629. 
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