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GRAND	
  KNIGHT’S	
  MESSAGE	
  
Dear gentlemen Knights,
This month I was reminded of
the above-referenced Latin
saying, which we all learn in
the Exemplification of the First
Degree. Last week, I suffered
the first loss of a long time
childhood friend. We spent
many day nights on all sorts of
adventures all through high
school. Eventually we both
married and slowly slipped a
little out of each other’s lives,
always promising to reconnect
in our retirement. To top off
this tragic event, my stepfather
had a fall, which triggered an
old brain injury that took him
from my family and me during
the same week as my good
friend was taken.
Brother Knights, the point I’m
trying to get across is this:
don’t put off until tomorrow
that which can be
accomplished today. I think we
all joined this order with the

greatest of intentions.
Sometimes, we sit back a wait
to be asked to join in on some
of the events and activities.
We have older Knights that
are more than willing to
mentor and help you get more
involved. When I first joined
the Knights, I knew not one
Knight other than in passing
at church. Over the years, by
getting more involved, be it
handing out Tootsie Rolls,
calling people through the
phone tree, cooking, setting
up for events or everyone’s
favorite clean up, I have made
quite a few acquaintances
that have blossomed into
friendships that I wouldn’t
trade for anything. These
Brother Knights have helped
me in my darkest hour, and I
will be forever grateful for
their support.
Brother Knights, this is what I
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want for our entire Council.
Let’s not forget ‘Tempest Fugit,
Memento Mori!” Get out get
involved and feel the camaraderie
and joy of working with our
Brother Knights.
I would also like to recognize
Brother Ruben Jr. for stepping
up and getting his feet wet with
sausage booth at the festival.
Our youngest Knight was really
worried that it wouldn’t go off as
well as it did, but as Knights
always do, everyone showed up
and pulled together. Older
Knights showed up and
mentored Ruben through the
process. I would like to thank all
who showed up and helped man
the booth.

Grand Knight
Mike Glendon

grandknight@kofc10644.com

Next Meeting
Date: 10/7/2014
Location: O’Hare Hall
Don’t be late and bring a Brother
Knight, especially one who hasn’t
been to a Business Meeting in a while.
All it takes for most is a personal
invitation from you. Who are you
going to invite?
Can you help us make phone calls to your
Brother Knights? We need to set up a
phone tree. Contact the Worthy Grand
Knight to offer your help
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Dear Brother Knights,
I want to encourage all Knights
to attend our “Day for Life on
October 18, here at St. Joseph’s.
The Knights are “Defenders of
Life and Defenders of the
Church,” and so we must be
informed in order to fulfill this
role. Our Day for Life this Year
will have some incredible
speakers who will certainly draw
attendees from all the neighboring parishes and cities. Our Day
for Life had humble beginnings a
few years ago as the brainchild of
our fellow Knight, Richard
Braun, and now it has hit the big
time! Many people will come to
our Day for Life just to hear the
renowned expert on medical
ethics, Father Tad Pacholczyk. If
you look online at his “Making
Sense Out of Bioethics” columns
(http://www.madisoncatholicher
ald.org/bioethics/list) you can
see the wide variety of the topics
he addresses and the breadth of
the knowledge of this extraordinary priest, moral theologian and
neuroscientist!
In his column last month, for
example, he explained very
clearly why artificial insemination is wrong, even for married
couples. He acknowledges that
couples who cannot conceive
carry a very heavy cross: “The
beauty of the marital embrace
and the noble desire for the gift
of children can make it challenging for us to accept the cross of

CHAPLAIN’S	
  MESSAGE	
  
infertility and childlessness when it
arises in marriage…” But, he explains
that there are more than just two
persons to consider in this equation.
The husband and the wife have feelings and they feel that they have the
“right” to have a child. But we must
also consider the rights of the
potential child-to-be. It is not fair
that the child who might later be
labeled as a “test tube baby.” Every
child has a right to know and to feel
that he or she is the fruit of love
rather than the product of a
laboratory process. Fr. Tad describes
it well when he says that we must
consider “the right of the child to be
conceived in the unique and sacred
setting of the marital embrace.”
To illustrate this, I like to imagine
that if babies could talk they would
brag about being the result of love. I
can picture a baby standing
triumphantly in his crib like a prizefighter flexing his baby muscles and
crying out: “I am the fruit of a wild
night of love between mommy and
daddy!” This may seem silly and
ridiculous, but it makes us think
about the fact that no one would feel
proud of being a “product” that was
“made” or “produced” in a Petri dish.
I wonder if some day in the future
there will be statistics about depression and low self-esteem found in
babies who were produced by IVF.
It goes without saying that it is especially wrong when same-sex couples

claim that they have a “right”
to have a baby by IVF and
surrogate parenting. Not only
are they depriving the child of
the satisfaction of being the
fruit of the love of a man and
woman, but they are also
producing a child to place it in
a family that will be devoid of
the complimentary love of both
a father and a mother.
Our Day For Life Conference
will also feature a talk by
Lauren Guide, who is the
Foundress of the organization
“Coalition for Life” which has
accomplished great things in
Texas and across the country
combating Planned
Parenthood, closing abortion
centers and spreading the ProLife message. I am also
looking
Mark your calendars, Knights,
so that we will all be present at
St. Joseph’s Day for Life on
October 18 from 9 AM until
2:30 PM!
Sincerely,

Father Mark Wagner
Chaplain and Pastor
St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church

SUNRISE	
  CHAIR’S	
  MESSAGE	
  

Prayers are requested for the
following Brothers: Matt
Bettencourt and his wife,
Wendy; Dan Dwyer; Ed
Fernandes and his wife,
Beverly; Mike Glendon; John
Karaz; Tony Lee; David
Malsom; Mike Miranda and
his wife, Nicky; Jerry Oftring
and his wife, Ruth; Loy
Sagrado; Richard Braun;
and Dave Tacchinni.
Pray also for: Stephen
Harker, son of Kent Harker;

Patricia Dinubilo, mother of Rick
Dinubilo; Phyllis Edwards, niece of
Frank Holmes; the family of John
Gorman; Jeremy, son of Robert
Hemsley; Mary, mother of Ed
Hough; Sharon Iorns, mother of
Matt Iorns; Helen Moya, wife of
Gary Moya; Darlene Nielsen; Dawn
Powers, wife of Chris Powers; and
Maryann Powers, mother of Chris
Powers.
Keep our Holy Father, Pope
Francis, in your prayers and all of
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our Religious as they toil
in the fields in the
course of God’s holy
work.
My contact information is
209-551-9534
or prayers@kofc10644.com

John McCave,
Sunshine Chair

October 2014

St. Joseph Council #10644, Division 5 Volume 19, Issue 4

	
  

~ October 2014 ~
Sun

5

12

Mon

Tue

6

7

Officers’
Meeting
6:30 PM
Meeting Room in
Main Office

Business Meeting
7 PM
O’Hare Hall

13

14

Wed

Thu

1

2

St. Therese de Lisieux

Holy Guardian Angels

8

9

Fri

3

Sat

4
St. Francis of Assisi

10

11
Tri-Tip in Rain
5 PM O’Hare Hall
Stephen Michael
Chair

15

16

17

18

Tootsie Roll
Drive
St. Luke, the Evangelist

19

Tootsie Roll
Drive

26

20

21

22

23

24

25

30

31

Notes:

St. John Paul the Great

27

28

29

Oktoberfest 5 PM
O’Hare Hall
Alfonso Chavez
Chair

OCTOBER	
  BIRTHDAYS	
  AND	
  ANNIVERSARIES	
  
	
  

MEMBERS’
BIRTHDAYS

Rev. Mark Wagner
10/1
Darryl E. Morais
10/5
Don E. Reed
10/8
Brian F. Weber
10/9
David A Tacchini
10/9
Patrick A. Lonowski 10/10
Robert Shannon
10/10
John Schaper
10/12
Terence P. Rocca
10/17
David Sichak
10/18
Stephen D Laura
10/18
Ernie Ramirez
10/22
John W. Adams
10/23
Manuel P. Baioa
10/23
Andrew D Lee
10/25
Balvino Irizarry
10/25
Herbert A Saska
10/26
Matt Bettencourt
10/29
Alfonso Chavez
10/30
Don K. Baker
10/30
Edward G Fernandes10/30
Steve D. Loschke
10/30
Emil J Carney
10/31
Richard M. Braun 10/31

LADIES’ BIRTHDAYS

Margaret Offermann 10/1
Linda Laubacher
10/2
Rosey Toschi
10/2
Carlene Pardina
10/3
Eleanor Karaz
10/3
Lisa Porta
10/4
Colette Perine
10/5
Joanne Serpa
10/5
Peggy Dwyer
10/7
Dorothy Saska
10/8
Patricia Moon
10/8
Rose Lamont
10/9
Maria Lopez Jr
10/13
Jeannie Castillo
10/14
Angie Castro
10/15
Erin Webster
10/16
Bronwyn Jackson 10/17
Elvera Alvarez
10/20
Eva Furtado
10/25
Elaine Varnell
10/30

ANNIVERSARIES
Kenneth & Carol Minjares 10/1
Patrick & Debbie Ryan
10/3
Ed & Joanna Ibarra
10/5
Andrew & Lisa Gonzales
10/8
Benito & Angelina Ramirez 10/8
Michael & Cindy Bartikoski 10/8
Michael &Colette Perine
10/10
James & Linda Standart 10/11
Nelson & Karen Henriquez 10/14
Richard & Kay Elson
10/14
Allen & Rosey Toschi
10/17
Daniel & Peggy Dwyer
10/18
Eugene & Edith Awuah
10/20
Gary & Rita Humphreys
10/20
Kenneth & Cathy Ochinero 10/22
Tom & Janet Cabrera
10/24
Robert & Betty Nunes
10/28

	
  
	
   	
  

Page 3 of 7	
  

	
  
	
  

October 2014

St. Joseph Council #10644, Division 5 Volume 19, Issue 4

	
  

FINANCIAL	
  SECRETARY’S	
  REPORT	
  
Can it be time for the
October newsletter already?
The month of Halloween?
What a scary thought to
think that time has flown by
this year.
I think we need to talk
about some good news that
has come out since the last
meeting. We have not one,
not two, not three, but
FOUR new members for our
council! I kid you not! My
fellow Brothers, let’s all
welcome a transfer in from
Porterville, Ricardo Manago.
At the last meeting, we had
two new Brothers go
through the First Degree, so
let’s welcome Ray Morales
and Merno Stalder! And
later in the week, I received
a letter from our insurance
agent who enclosed a Form
100 for a transfer to our
council from Hill City,
Kansas! I’ve got to get our
Grand Knight’s signature on
the form and send it on, but
we should welcome Galen
Wildeman at our next
meeting! And if you want to

go one step further about a
month or two ago, John
Rodriguez had his
membership reactivated. How
is that for new member
activity?
Oh yeah, that musical
malapropos? A tune comes to
mind called “Tie Me To Your
Apron Strings Again” when I
was thinking of the last
meeting. I will leave it to you
to discover who did that
somewhere on YouTube. But
the key word is “apron”. Yes, I
finally got off my rear-end and
restarted the apparel area
again. We actually sold one
shirt at the last meeting. It’s
time to get that aspect going
again on a regular basis.
We’ve got several shirts
already that will be available
for inspection at the meetings
as well as a nice, large coffee
cup, some hats and other
odds and ends. There is also a
couple of catalogs that you
can inspect at the meetings to
see other ways you can
display your membership with
the Knights of Columbus.
And as for aprons - we have a

couple of events coming up
later in the fall and before
you know it the fish fry
season will come upon us. It
may be time for you to think
about getting that apron to
help out in the kitchen.
Trust me, while working
behind the scenes in those
events and helping prepare
anything, you cannot beat
the energy and fun working
with your fellow Knights.
You won’t even notice how
quickly the night went by.
There will be a setup at a
table in the front of the hall
at the Business Meetings for
those of you who are
interested in making a
purchase.

Financial Secretary,
Dave Sichak
finsec@kofc10644.com

JOHN’S	
  JOKES	
  
Susie’s husband had been
slipping in and out of a coma
for several months. Things
looked grim, but she was by
his bedside every single day
hoping for just one last word
with him. One day as he
slipped back into consciousness, he motioned for her to
come close to him. She eagerly pulled the chair close to
the bed and leaned her ear
	
   	
  

close to be able to hear him.
“You know” he whispered, his
eyes filling with tears, “you
have been with me through
all the bad times. When I got
fired, you stuck right beside
me. When my business went
under, there you were. When
we lost the house, you were
there. When I got shot, you
stuck with me. When my
health started failing, you
Page 4 of 7	
  

were still by my side. And
you know what?”
“What, dear?” she asked
gently, smiling to herself.
“I think you’re bad luck.”
Sign behind an Amish
carriage: “Energy efficient
vehicle. Runs on grass and
oats.
CAUTION: Avoid exhaust!”
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DEPUTY	
  GRAND	
  KNIGHT’S	
  MESSAGE	
  

My dear Brother Knights,
At a recent mass presided
by Father Marcelino, who
is subbing for Father
Francis while he is at home
in India visiting family
friends, I heard him quote
G K Chesterton. Father
Marcelino didn't say that
he was quoting Chesterton,
but the quote had me
thinking so long about it,
that I had to look up who it
was from. Chesterton is
one of the premiere
Catholic writers in English
in history. The wit and
humor while writing and
defending the Catholic
faith is well known of this
good friend of both C S
Lewis and J R R Tolkien.
This large and very
intelligent man had a
tremendous sense of
humor, which he used to
disarm his opponents,
atheists and humanists
who had negative things to
say about our faith.
The quote in question was,
"Just going to church
doesn't make you a
Christian, any more than
standing in your garage
makes you a car." The
quote applies as much to
our organization as it does
to our church. Just as
there are many who have
the mistaken belief that
just by showing up every
once in a while to mass is
all that it takes to make

	
   	
  

them a Catholic, we have
many "Brother Knights" who
appear to believe that, by
merely paying their dues,
they are a good Knight. But
is that all it takes?

Is the man in the picture a
car, since he is standing
(with his car) in his garage?
No, he has to do a lot more,
correct? In the same way,
just showing up doesn't
make us Catholic. We have
to follow through with the
precepts of the Church (we
have to go to mass on every
Sunday and Holy Days of
Obligation, go to confession
and communion AT LEAST
once a year, observe the days
of fasting and abstinence,
support the church
economically, follow the laws
regarding marriage, and
participate in the job of
evangelization). Being
Catholic is a 24/7 job, not
just something that we do for
an hour on Sundays. Being
a Knight is the same.
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As Knights, we are the
"strong right arm of the
Church" as St. John Paul
II said. Just like the
knights of the middle ages,
our work is never done in
promoting charity in our
efforts to help those in
need, in working together
to achieve what we would
not be able to do alone, in
caring for another as true
brothers, and in standing
up for the best in our
country. Remember, my
Brothers, we are called to
be more than the average
Joe. That is why we joined
the Knights, no? To be
part of something bigger
and better? To help make
a better world? Can you
live up to the promises that
you made when you
became a Knight? I think
that the true question for
each of us to ask ourselves
is: what is keeping you
from doing your part?
Think about it.
God bless,

Richard Braun
Deputy Grand Knight
dgk@kofc10644.com
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LECTURER’S	
  NOTES	
  
“Fully 10 percent of all in
America are ex-Catholics, while
2.6 percent are converts to the
Church. In other words, nearly
four times as many adults have
left as have entered the Church.
The lifeblood of new members
being transfused into the
Church is a steady trickle, while
the blood being lost is a
hemorrhage.” Cited from
“Forming Intentional Disciples”
by Sherry A. Weddell.
I spent last weekend at my
stepson’s wedding in the Bay
Area. There, I met some
wonderful people who are very
strong in their faith, strong on
Jesus, family, and church
involvement. These are good,
godly Christian people who are
not Catholic and, in fact, are
very anti-Catholic. They weren’t
anti-Catholic in an outward,
uncomfortable way; they were
very warm, inviting and
welcoming. If I didn’t know my
faith, I might have been lured
into thinking that friendlier
fellowship was the better way to
go.
It was a weekend of comparison
and self-evaluation. I’m certain
that I will be thinking about the
events and impressions of that
weekend for some time.
We arrived on Friday night for
the wedding rehearsal, and I
was immediately struck by the
interior of the building that they
call “church”. It didn’t feel like
home; they didn’t have any
“stuff”. I realized while taking in
the bareness, how much I
equate our Catholic “stuff” with
home. That church had an 8’
ceiling, held about 250 people
and had no windows or stained
glass, no saints, no tabernacle,
no ambo and no presider’s chair.
Their altar was essentially a
small table against the wall. I
don’t know if it is always there

	
  	
  
	
  

or was placed there for the
wedding. The altar appeared to be
for decoration without any
liturgical function. Had I been
there for Communion Sunday,
they would have offered me a wafer
and some grape juice. I would
have declined.
On Saturday, I was seated in the
front row about 15 minutes before
the wedding ceremony began; and,
again, I was struck, but this time
by all the conversations going on
among the congregants. It
sounded as though everyone in
that packed little church was
talking at once. I found no silence
above the din, and without silence
I can’t pray. Who was praying for
the wedding that was about to
commence? I think no one. From
my seat I heard an ongoing
discussion about downloading
some software and countless other
bits and pieces of people’s lives, as
I shifted my attention around the
room.
I realized how spoiled I am by
silence. Only in silence can I begin
to focus on the one who created
me. Only in silence can I turn my
heart away from my daily
distractions. Only in silence can I
pray.
On Sunday, I was back at St.
Joseph’s; and I reveled in all the
“Catholic stuff” surrounding me. I
think we take it for granted. There
is still way too much talk inside
our little parish, and the applause
at the end of Mass is shameful.
Mass is worship, not a
performance.
I don’t understand why people quit
being Catholic. What do they see
when they go to those Spartan
little churches with everybody
talking about everything but God?
I have heard a person say that
they leave the Church because
they “aren’t being fed”, but what is
there anywhere that is greater
than the Word of God and His
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body, blood soul and divinity?
I read the book cited above
about a year ago for RCIA, and
now it’s time to read it again for
the Dominicans. It serves to
remind me how fragile our sense
of faith is and how easy it is to
lose our way because of
distractions. This book and this
last weekend have reminded me
that there is work to be done.
Consider picking up a copy of
“Forming Intentional Disciples”
for yourself and see what I
mean.

Ed Ibarra,
Lecturer

Lecturer10644@yahoo.com
The October business meeting is
on Tuesday, October 7th at 7:00
pm. The Second Friday Memorial
Mass for the deceased Knights of
this Council is on Friday, October
10th at 5:45 pm. The Respect Life
Rosary resumes after the 5:45 pm
Mass on October 10th. Please go!
Don’t forget to make a good
confession and get cleaned up
spiritually.
Pray that God give us the grace to
seek Him in prayer. Pray for a
good rain season. Pray for the
men and women who serve in law
enforcement and the military.
Pray that politicians have a
conversion of heart. Pray for
strong families. Above all, pray
that Holy Mother Church around
the world can withstand the
buffets of her enemies. Pray for
our priests and for our Holy
Father Pope Francis. Pray
without ceasing.
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Manuel & Hilda Sylvia
Dave & Joan Tacchini
Donald & Alvera Baumgratz

918-2847
551-4973
604-0382
544-1917
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552-2310
409-2565
324-2275
869-6201
524-3757
551-1656
869-6201
526-4704
324-3121
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Richard Braun
604-0382
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Ruben Sanchez, Jr.
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Council Activities
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529-6043
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Don Cavagnaro
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Thanks to all our wonderful sponsors…
Bob & Lita Selover
Marty & Kathy Reis
Elsie Reis
Sally Cleary
John & Eleanor Karaz
Joe & Joan Castagna
Anna Ciccarelli
Leroy & Melinda Gordon
Mel & Lucy Mattos
Herb & Dorothy Saska
Pat Boucher
Jack & Mary Adams
Gary & Rita Humphreys
Owen & Marietta Kummerle
John Luty

We are in the process of updating our Sponsor list for the back page of the Knight Light. As you
know, this is one way of offsetting the costs of publishing our newsletter. The cost is $10 per year.
If you haven’t realized yet: it is a new year. Did you pay yet for this year?
If you would like to continue or to be added to the list, please let Herb Saska know. You can let
him know or send your payment to 2212 Curzon Drive, Modesto, CA 95355 or by calling 5515629.
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