
June: Mary, the Rosary, Memorial Mass, and 
Communion of Saints – pt. 1 

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid 
ourselves of every burden and sin that clings 

to us and persevere in running the race that 
lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on 

Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith.  For 
the sake of the joy that lay before him he 
endured the cross, despising its shame, and 

has taken his seat at the right of the throne 
of God. 
“Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you 

may not grow weary and lose heart.  In your struggle against sin you have not 
yet resisted to the point of shedding blood.  You have also forgotten the 

exhortation addressed to you as sons: “My son, do not disdain the discipline of 
the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves, he 
disciplines; he scourges every son he acknowledges.”  Endure your trials as 

“discipline”; God treats you as sons. For what “son” is there whom his father 
does not discipline?  If you are without discipline, in which all have shared, 

you are not sons but bastards.” – Heb. 12: 1-8 

Brother Knight, Matt Bettencourt, spoke to the 
Inquiry group of RCIA about the “Communion of 
Saints” early last month.  Since listening to the talk, 
I’ve had some reflection about that great cloud of 
witnesses.  This reality is vast: the cause of great 
comfort and joy.   And, it reminds me of how small I 
really am.  It also reminds me of the possibility that I 
too have a place in heaven.  There’s hope us all. 
Thinking about the Communion of Saints made me 
think about the intertwined relationships of the 
doctrines of our faith.  For now let’s consider the 
Communion of the Saints. 

The Church exists on three levels; 
1. The Church Militant is made up of those still 

living, working out our salvation.  Avoiding 
sin is a fight with our tendency to sin.  
“Militant” – “Military”; confronting our sinful 
nature is battle, it’s outright war.  The 
Church Militant refers to those of us who are 
still alive and in the fight.  We are able and 
expected to do battle with the enemy and the 
effects of sin on mankind and in our own 
lives.  For too many of us this is where it 
begins and ends.  Most of us don’t see 
ourselves in the parable of the “Narrow Gate” 
(read; Matt 7: 13-14) and this is why sins such as gluttony and spiritual 
lethargy kill souls.  Everyone needs to read the bible, pray, and attend mass 
and frequent confession. 

2. The Church Suffering is made up of those judged 
worthy to enter the kingdom of heaven yet in need 
of purification.  These souls are cleansed of their 
attachment to sin (read 1 Cor. 3: 10-15) in 
purgatory.  The pains of purgatory are the pains of 
being separated from bad habits and sins against 
the first commandment.  As a rule the more we feed 
our bad habits the harder they are to break.  From 
her store of love The Church gives us Lent every 
year as a reminder of the attachments we form and 
the importance of disciplined living.  Additionally, 
these souls intensely yearn for the love of God yet 
know with great sorrow that they are separated by 
their own attachment to sin. 



3. The Church Triumphant is made up of those who 
have entered heaven and will spend eternity in the 
presence of God.  This is what we were created for 
yet most people (read; Matt 7: 13-14) will deny 
themselves the joy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Militant prays for The Church suffering 
privately and when we offer masses.  The Church 
Suffering prays for The Church Militant through their 
suffering.  The Church Triumphant intercedes for both 
The Church Militant and Suffering.  In a nutshell this is 
The Communion of Saints, all are united, and none 
stands alone.  All are united as the body of Christ with 
Jesus as the head. 
The passage above ends on a heavy note but that is God’s 
warning against trying to sneak into heaven without doing 
the work we were created for.  Get to work; get into the 
fight to save your soul. 
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The June business meeting is on Tuesday, June 4th at 7:00pm.  The Second Friday 
Memorial Mass for the deceased Knights of this council is on Friday, June 14th at 
5:45pm.  The Respect Life Rosary resumes after the 5:45 Mass; please go!  Don’t forget 
to make a good confession and get cleaned up spiritually.   
 
Pray that God give us the grace to seek Him in prayer.  Pray for the men and women 
who serve in law enforcement and the military.  Pray that politicians have a conversion 
of heart.  Pray for strong families.  Above all, pray that Holy Mother Church around 
the world can withstand the buffets of her enemies.  Pray for our priests and for our 
Holy Father Pope Francis. 


