Jesus; Who and Why!  Part II
“…Through him all things were made.  For us men and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died, and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end….” Nicene Creed - circa 381 AD
The Nicene Creed reminds us that through Jesus “all things were made”.  What unity of purpose and what measure of power!  It helps me to understand the dignity of God’s creation and why He loves us and wants to be with us.

How much does He love us?

“For us men and for our salvation, he came down from heaven.”  Let’s look at the second part first; “He came down from heaven.”  Through Jesus, God the Father created all of creation but because of the fall we lost the intimacy and familiarity of our relationship and became separated from Him.  So great was His love for us that He set out on a rescue mission to help us find Him.  He left the comfort of heaven where He was king and went to a place where He was not known, not welcomed and not liked.  Because of our sinful nature mankind has created and adopted false gods who cannot return us to the love and safety of our creator.  “For us men and for our salvation”, mankind had lost knowledge of God and His ways so, unknown to us, He entered into His own creation to undo the damage done in the garden.  To enter into a new relationship of love the old covenant had to end and a new one initiated.  How great is the love of the father that he would lead such an undertaking.  For our salvation he allowed mankind, whom He loved, to torture him that we might see the absurdity of the sin that separates us.  Only God who is love could love that much and only fallen man who is filled with ignorance and hate could seek to kill the God who created him in His own image and likeness.   

One more thing; God had no need of a body, he only took on human flesh so that we fallen creatures could have real, not speculative knowledge of Him.  Remember that God exists on a spiritual plane and that prior to the incarnation of Jesus, God had no need of a body or physical attributes.  He took on human form to save His creation that He loved.  Now, as the second person of the Trinity, Jesus always existed as a fully spiritual being.  He didn’t come into being at the incarnation that was when He took on human flesh.  We celebrate His birth into human history at Christmas.  Let’s summarize this; God is a spiritual being who was not created.  He creates matter, and then from that matter He creates mankind and animates him.  Then, some millennia later He steps into that creation.  At the same time, He keeps His identity as the second person of the Godhead.  He created His own humanity and everything else that exists.  He even created His own mother.

I’m going to skip the two lines “by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died and was buried.”  I want to revisit that passage in another article.

“On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.”  The beauty of this passage is that Jesus openly and publicly endured a brutal torture, crucifixion and death.  He remained in the tomb for three days in accord with Jewish belief.  This is one of the great parts; I have heard that the ancients believed that the soul of the deceased remained with the body for about a day before departing.  This is why Jesus waited for several days before showing up to raise Lazarus from the dead.  Jesus waited until the locals were sure that Lazarus wasn’t coming back.  This is why Jesus remained in the tomb for three days, so that His killers would know that He was completely dead.  Anyone who witnessed someone rising from the dead by their own power would have to give serious thought to what they just observed and believed.  Many hearts were changed that day and it continues to this day.  I am one of them.

When I make breakfast for my wife I want it to be tasty and enjoyable for her.  I want her breakfast to be the start of a great and productive day.  Because she’s MY wife, I want her to have an edge that other wives don’t have.  I think about her and pray for her throughout the day and text her periodically to remind her that I think she’s special.  Jesus does that for us too.  Rather than make us a meal He becomes our food, and just as my wife gets a text from me, Jesus gives us His own words of love to read and ponder in our hearts.  I hope my wife reads my words in the spirit I intended and I hope she welcomes them.  I would be saddened if she ignored or trivialized my meager attempts to touch her heart.  Do we spend time reading our bible and do we conduct ourselves appropriately regarding our Lord?  Do we recognize our shortcomings and seek to do better, or do we just do what we always do?  After all, “I’m a good person, I haven’t killed anyone.”

We know that Jesus is now in Heaven awaiting our arrival.  He is cheering us on to victory over sin and death along with the many that are there with Him, urging us not to give up hope and to keep fighting.  We know that Jesus will return in glory as the just judge and that those who spend eternity with Him will do so in unending joy.  No wonder He launched a search and rescue for us.  How fortunate we are indeed.
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August business meeting is on Tuesday August 2nd at 7:00pm.  Mass for the deceased Knights of this council is on Friday, August 12th at 5:45pm followed by adoration and confession.  Let’s all make a good confession this month and pray that God give fallen away Catholics the grace to seek Him and do His will in August and throughout the year.  Pray for the intentions of the Pope.  Pray that Catholics be drawn to the Cross and conversion of heart.  Pray that brothers who are sick and dying will seek God’s peace.
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