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Grand Knight’s Message 

Let us meet in the Church on every Second Friday of the 
month for the 5:45 P.M. Knights Memorial  Mass and  a Ro-
sary afterward in memory of the unborn.   We also have a 
wonderful opportunity to attend mass before our monthly 
meetings.  It ends with just enough time to walk across the 
parking lot to the Hall before the meeting. 

Business Meeting 
Thursday March 3 , 7:00 PM  

Father O’Hare Hall 
Don’t Come Alone – Bring A Fellow Knight! 

Erin Go Bragh! I have to admit that St Patrick's Day is one of my favor-
ite, fun holidays. It seems most people are happy and just want to have a 
good time. And that is not such a bad thing. And who doesn't like a good 
tale about Saints. And it doesn't matter if St Patrick did really drive out 
all the snakes from Ireland or not. It still makes for good story telling. 
And yet what we do know about St Patrick is better than any legend can 
teach us. At the age of 16 he was captured in Britain by Irish raiders and 
taken as a slave to Ireland. He lived there for six years working tending 
his master's flock until he escaped and returned to his family. 
He had every reason to hate his captors and seek revenge. No one would 
have faulted him for just turning his back on the country that held him 
as a slave. And yet he didn't, he couldn't do that. 
St Patrick not only teaches us forgiveness of our enemies, but also that 
we must love them. Love them enough to try and bring them the mes-
sage of Jesus Christ! Love for one another, as Christ loves us! It is a sure 
bet that most of us will never have an experience like St Patrick, but we 
all do have people in our lives that we need to forgive. People who we 
need to show the same love to that we receive from our Heavenly Family. 
As we enter this Lenten season, let us reflect on the example of the per-
fect love that we celebrate on Easter. Let us prepare ourselves for this 
Holiest of Holy Days and seek out our “enemies”. Let us find those we 
need to show forgiveness to and make ourselves a mirror of the Love of 
our Savior. 

John McCave, Grand Knight 
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CELEBRATE! Chaplain’s Corner 
Member Birthdays 
Ben Laura   3-2 
Ralph Saxton  3-2 
Alonzo Castillo  3-4 
Michael Callahan  3-7 
Henry Ficken  3-7 
Thomas Muise  3-7 
Julian Ortiz PGK  3-10 
William Willette  3-10 
Jim Burubeltz PGK 3-12 
Ron Martorana  3-12 
Rick Serpa   3-13 
Scott Warner  3-14 
Kent Harker PGK  3-16 
Steve Ruch PGK  3-18 
John Higby   3-20 
James Wilson  3-20 
James Morris  3-21 
Benito Ramirez  3-21 
Chris Powers  3-25 
Roger Farias Sr  3-28 
John Mullins  3-28 
Loy Sagrado  3-29 
Richard Gonchar  3-30 
Ed Hough   3-30 
Richard Ward  3-31 
 
 
 
 
Anniversaries 
Linda & Pat Laubacher PGK 3-6-82 
Suny & Daniel Di Rienzo 3-10-07 
Michelle & William Frey  3-11-03 
Margaret & Victor Mayoral 3-21-92 
Marietta & Owen Kummerle 3-25-00 
Sara & Jose Barajas  3-26 
Gloria & Tim Benavidez  3-26-66 
Sonita & Kurt Saalfeld  3-28-89 
Rosario & Daniel Hernandez 3-31-79 
 
Ladies Birthdays 
Camille Iorns  3-4 
Pat Boucher  3-6 
Sally Cleary   3-6 
Annette Dedini  3-6 
Roxanne Fausto  3-7 
Joan Castagna  3-8 
Maria DeQueiroz  3-8 
Mara Mullins  3-10 
Rosanne Yanko  3-12 
Edith Awuah  3-13 
Dian Campos  3-17 
Susie Dickert  3-18 
Mona Wildt   3-18 
Mary Carol Henderson 3-20 
Adelina Oliman  3-20 
Cathy Ochinero  3-26 

Lent begins late this year—Ash Wednesday 
is not until March 9.  That means we’ve had 
plenty of time after Christmas to make a 
plan of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Be-
lieve me, Easter doesn’t mean much if you 
haven’t made a good Lent. So let’s get on it, 
brothers! If you are reading this (probably 
just after Ash Wednesday) and you don’t 
have a plan in place, it’s not too late. Here 
are some suggestions. Prayer: daily Mass; 
daily rosary; 15 minutes a day with the Bi-
ble; get to Sunday Mass 10 minutes early; 
an hour a week in the adoration chapel; sta-
tions of the Cross on Fridays; a good confes-
sion at our Penance Service (April 6). Fast-
ing:  for the entire 40 days, consider giving 
up dessert, or meat, or alcohol, or soda, or 
chips, or snacks, or TV, or movies, or gossip, 
or  speeding. Almsgiving: now is a good 
time to start making a serious weekly or 
monthly offering to your parish, or to an-
other worthy charity. You can also give your 
time, such as committing to a parish activ-
ity, especially one that directly serves the 
needy, or teaching the faith, or learning the 
faith, or reading a good book (visit our par-
ish bookstore and/or library). Let’s all keep 
a good Lent, so we can have a good Easter. 
 Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Joseph Illo 
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Membership Memo  
Dave’s Discussion 

Brother Knights, It's hard to believe that lent 
will be here soon and our Friday night bach-
elorhood of fish fries begins. It does give us the 
opportunity to meet a lot of different people 
and let them know the benefits of belonging to 
the largest Catholic fraternal order in the 
world.  

The Fourth Degree Exemplification will be held 
On March 19th in Monterey.  This a great 
weekend that even your wife would enjoy.  
There are many benefits to belonging to the 
fourth degree.  The St. Joseph Council belongs 
to the Father Giles assembly which include all 
the councils in Modesto, Riverbank, Oakdale, 
Sonora, Hughson.  Plus, some members are 
from some of the councils in Turlock and Ce-
res.  We rotate meetings every month between 
parishes, our meetings are dinner meetings 
with the host council providing the dinner.  
We socialize with our brothers from the other 
councils.  I have made many dear friends in 
the fourth degree and have enjoyed my experi-
ence being a Sir Knight for many years.  For 
more information go to our councils web site. 
Now for the bad news we are at 0% of our 
membership quota for the year we need to get 
to work, in 20 years we have never been this 
low at this time of the year. I would love to see 
us at least at 50% after lent. 

God Bless, 

Rick Dinubilo PGK, PFN 

 

I don't know about you, but I'm looking 
forward to Lent this year. We all have 
things going on in our lives that seem 
far less than perfect.  You might even 
say there are problems that we face 
every day, at home, at work and any 
spare time we might have. 
 
Lent is really a time for reflection on the 
sacrifice, the perfect sacrifice of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Let us 
make preparation for Easter by entering 
into the season with both joy and con-
templation.  This is also the time for us 
to work together at our Lenten dinners 
and share our spirit of unity with our 
parish brothers and sisters.  This year 
Lent begins March 9th. 
 
As you know, our newsletter editor 
of  eleven years, Tony Lee, has decided 
to step down from his position.  Because 
of Tony, I've had the pleasure to contrib-
ute to our publication for a number of 
years.  Many thanks to Tony and An-
drew for their dedication and award 
winning work for our council! 
 
Please welcome Richard Braun as our 
new editor and support his effort to con-
tinue a great tradition. 
 
May God bless you and your family.  

Dave Scott, PGK 

March 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  Officer  
Meeting 
JP II 

 Council  

Meeting 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

  Parish “Fat 
Tuesday” 
Party 

Ash 
Wednesday 

 Fish Fry 
Memorial 
Mass 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

    St Patrick's 
Day 

Fish Fry  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

      Crab Feed 

27 28 29 30 31   

  K of C Anni-
versary 1882 
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Sunshine Chairman 

Grodt’s Notes 

John’s Jokes 

We need to pray for the following Broth-
ers: Roy Gordon, Tony Lee, John Higby, 
Dave Tacchini, Danny Vele, Scott Fernan-
des, Dan Dwyer, Richard Dinubilo, Al Mal-
son, Mike Miranda and Steve Loschke. 
Continue to pray for Bishop Stephen E. 
Blaire; Father Illo’s mother, Janice; Lisa 
Scott; Nicole Miranda; Priscilla Pino; Matt 
Iorn’s mother, Sharon; Tim Benavidez’s 
daughter; Robert Hemsley’s mother-in-law; 
District Deputy Steve Day’s mother, Doro-
thy; Camille Iorns; Mike Staud’s sister, 
Maria; Wilma Lee; and Richard Braun’s 
mother-in-law, Iris Dumont and the soul of 
her recently deceased husband, Robert 
Morris. 
Pray for our Pope, our parish priests and 
our troops wherever they are stationed.  
You can reach me at 527-6958 with news 
of any brothers or family members ill of in 
distress.   

John Karaz 

There are still many members that 
have not paid their dues for the 
year.  I will re-bill members in March 
for past due amounts.  In April I will 
add a $5 late fee to cover the re-
p e a t e d  m a i l i n g  o f  s t a t e -
ments.  Thanks Mike Grodt F/S  If 
you are having trouble paying your 
dues please call me or the Grand 
Knight for relief.  

Mike Grodt F/S 
529-3105 

A minister was asked to give a talk 
at a local women's health sympo-
sium.  On the morning of the talk, 
his wife asked him about his topic, 
but the minister was too embar-
rassed to admit that they had asked 
him to talk about sex.  He knew his 
wife was not attending, so thinking 
quickly, he said "I'm going to be 
talking about sailing." 
  
"Oh, that's nice" said his wife. 
  
The next week, at the grocery store, 
a young woman who had attended 
the lecture, recognized the minis-
ter's wife.  "That was certainly an 
excellent talk your husband gave 
last week," she said.  "He really has 
a unique perspective on the sub-
ject." 
  
The minister's wife replied, "Gee 
that's funny you should think 
so.  He's only done it twice.  The 
first time, he threw up, and the sec-
ond time, his hat blew off." 
 

John Gorman, PGK 

Three years ago I was going to include a message in this newsletter advising of my desire to leave 
the post of Editor.  However, I did not because I realized that this was the only function I was 
able to do for the Knights.  My experience as an English major and command of the language 
were gifts I wanted to share with others, so, I stayed on for 3 more years.  But now I have de-
cided to surrender the position due to failing health and other personal reasons. 
This being said, I want to thank all the column contributors for their support over the years. I 
hope each will forgive me for my constant nagging that they get their columns in on time. 
We have a new editor in the person of Richard Braun.  Please, give him your support as the job 
is not easy.  I speak from my vast experience of eleven years as Editor. 
 “Gee, it was fun while it lasted, We did have fun and no harm done, Thanks for the memories, 
thank you so much!”  

Tony Lee 
PS: I may be back with a column of my own, the theme being to inspire Brothers to cope with 
life’s many twists and turns. 

Passing of the Editor’s Baton (Pen), Tony’s Eleven 
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I ’m the guy who was asked to join 
your organization. 
I’m the guy who paid his dues to join. 
I’m the guy who stood in front of you 
and promised to be faithful and loyal. 
I’m the guy who came to meetings and 
nobody paid any attention to. 
I tried several times to be friends, but 
all had their own buddies to talk to 
and sit next to. 
I sat down several times, but no one 
paid me any attention. 
I hoped very much someone would 
have asked me to take part in a fund-
raising project or something but no 
one saw my efforts when I volun-
teered. 
I missed a few meetings after joining 
because I was sick and couldn’t be 
there. 
No one asked me at the next meeting 
where I was. 
I guess it didn’t matter  to others 
whether I was there or not. 
The next meeting I decided to stay 
home and watch TV. 
The following meeting I attended, but 
no one asked me where I was for the 
last meeting. 
You might say I am a good guy, a good 
family man, who holds a responsible 
job, loves his church, his community 
and his country. 
You know who else I am? THE GUY 
WHO NEVER CAME BACK. 
It amuses me to think they spend so 
much time looking for NEW members 
when I was there all the time. 
All they needed was make me needed, 
wanted, welcome. 

I’m the Guy KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
INSURANCE 

“YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE” 
 
“TAX DAY IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER” 

 
April 15 - tax day - is right around the cor-
ner.  It’s become popular this time of year to 
encourage the opening of an IRA, ROTH-IRA 
or similar retirement annuity, or the deposit-
ing of additional funds into an existing ac-
count, as a tax savings vehicle.  A secondary 
approach is to tout the rate of interest that 
money in one of these accounts can earn.  
Let me join the chorus of folks encouraging 
you to open or add funds to an annuity, but 
for a different reason. 
 
Certainly, contributing money to Knights of 
Columbus IRA annuity will allow you to save 
some money on your income tax return.  And 
our annuities do pay a very competitive inter-
est rate, consistent with our primary goal of 
absolute safety of principal.  Opening or add-
ing to an annuity for these reasons, however, 
strikes me as taking a short-term view of a 
product that is designed to provide long-term 
security.  How much security?  How does a 
guaranteed retirement income that you can-
not outlive sound to you? 
 
Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can 
open a retirement annuity for as little as 
$300.  Consistent and disciplined savings 
placed into that annuity over time can guar-
antee you an income at retirement that you 
cannot outlive.  That guarantee – along with 
the fact that no one has ever lost money left 
in a Knights of Columbus annuity 
(remember: absolute safety of principal), 
really will provide you with peace of mind. 
 
I am happy to meet with you – at your con-
venience and in your home – to explain in 
detail the benefits of opening a Knights of Co-
lumbus IRA, ROTH-IRA of tax differed or tax 
free annuity, along with the benefits of our 
top-rated Life Insurance and Long Term Care 
Insurance plans. 
 
As you ponder all the things that may not 
work out as you proceed toward retirement, 
think about one thing you can do to help 
yourself – opening a Knights of Columbus 
annuity.  It’s reasonably priced ($300 to 
start), guaranteed, and controlled by some-
one you trust – you! 
To contact me with regards to any of your in-
surance needs, please call my office at (209-
483-1047) or e-mail me at:  
steven.truelsen@kofc.org. 

Fraternally, Your Brother and 
Field Agent, 

Steven Truelsen 
California License #OF47150 
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    KNIGHT HAPPENINGS 
JUST WHAT DOES IT MEAN  

TO BE A NEW KNIGHT? 

I’ll start at the very beginning.  OK, maybe I won’t go 
as far as the beginning of the Knights of Columbus, 
but I will start with the Principles of Knighthood.  
Yes, there are Four: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism.  If you are a new Knight your focus is on 
the first Principle of Charity.  Our Catholic faith 
teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  Members 
of the Knights of Columbus show love for their 
neighbors in a variety of ways.  Here, as a direct result 
of our many dinners, we give to scholarships, a variety 
of youth activities, Right-to-Life events, education 
(such as RCIA Bibles) and more. Knights recognize 
that our mission, and our faith in God, compels us to 
action.  There is no better way to experience love and 
compassion than by helping those in need, a call the 
Knights answer every day.  As a Knight in the Second 
Degree your center of attention will be on Unity.  
“None of us is as good as all of us.  Together we can 
accomplish far more than any of us could individually.  
That doesn’t mean that we always agree or that there 
is never a difference of opinion.”  It does mean that 
you can count on the support and encouragement of 
your Brother Knights as we work together.  As you 
move onto Third and Fourth Degrees you will learn 
more of Fraternity and Patriotism. Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney founded the Knights to provide assistance 
to the widows and children left behind when the family 
breadwinner died.  Our insurance program continues 
to do this today, as do individual Knights as we watch 
out for and take care of one another.  Around the 
world, Knights are proud of their devotion to God and 
country, and believe in standing up for both.   Of 
course, all these Principles are interwoven in the deep 
Heritage and Traditions of our Catholic faith and both 
the past and ongoing legacies of the Knights of Colum-
bus.  In 2009 Cardinal Francis George, then the Presi-
dent of the United States Conference of Bishops, 
stated in an Address to the Knights, “In promoting 
the goals of charity, unity, fraternity and patriot-
ism, in fostering dedicated Catholic life, strong 
family life and active involvement in the commu-
nity, your witness and service make tremendous 
contributions to the Church and to our world…”  I 
can’t think of  a better statement that encompasses 
the depth of gratitude I have for all the Brother 
Knights, but especially for those of you who have re-
cently stepped up to become a Knight. Fraternity is 
what brought me into the Knights.  To be specific, my 
father-in-law, Bill Vermillion, joined and immediately 
brought me into the fold, family bringing family closer 
to family!  You gotta love how the Holy Spirit works!  It 
was Bill’s daughter, Nickie, and my sons, Danny and 
Joey (then just 9 and 11) who brought me to know my 
Father and then Bill, as a devout servant of God, drew 
me in closer so I could deepen my faith and my rela-
tionships with God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, my Heavenly Mother, Mary, and a saint in the 
making, Fr. Michael McGivney.  Bringing others into 
the fold is a job description we all carry as Catholics 
and as Knights, one that envelops all 4 Principles of 
Knighthood: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. 

Mike Miranda, Chancellor 

Many, many thanks to Dick Elson for 
again doing a magnificent job in chairing 
the Blue Mass.  What a wonderful, won-
derful event!  Brothers, if you have not 
been to the Blue Mass, you need to experi-
ence it at least once in your life.  It is so 
impressive.  From the sheriff department’s 
bagpipe and drum corps; the color guard 
of the law enforcement agencies; the 
Knights of Columbus Color Corps; the 
procession into and out of the church with 
multiple clergy, altar servers, choir and 
incense; it is really something to see.  Af-
ter mass watching the blessing by Father 
Illo of the many fire engines and police 
cars lined up in the parking lot with our 
Brother Knights in the Color Corps stand-
ing by and the pipe and drum corps play-
ing is very stirring as well.  Thank you as 
well to all of the members of our setup 
crew, our fantastic cooks, and our 
cleanup crew for the outstanding lunch 
that was provided.  It makes me proud to 
be a Knight. 
Also, many, many thanks to Robert Hem-
sley and Frank Holmes for chairing the 
Tri-tip in the Rain dinner.  Robert, a vet-
eran Knight, stepped up and trained one 
of our new Knights, Frank Holmes, on 
how to chair an event.  Robert also was in 
charge of the 2nd and 3rd degree ceremony 
that took place on the same day.  He did 
all this in spite of a recent surgery on his 
leg that left him dealing with a consider-
able amount of pain.  It is very humbling 
to be in a council with so many dedicated, 
great men.  Don Cavagnaro, Al Toschi, 
and Dave Scott have also agreed to chair 
Lenten dinners and train new Knights on 
how to chair an event.  Those of you who 
are new Knights have a wonderful oppor-
tunity to learn from these men.  Take ad-
vantage of it.  This is what makes our 
council continue to flourish.   
Again, thank you Brothers for all of the 
great work that you do and for the positive 
influence you have on so many people. 

Mel Mattos, DGK 
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ManPower 
"There is nothing better for a man 
than that he should eat and drink 

and find enjoyment in his toil. 
This also I say, is from the hand of 

God." Ecclesiastes 2:24 
 

If you are looking for work or 
need someone to help out tempo-
rarily or full-time, go to 
kofc10644.org to find a Brother 
Knight in need and you both win! 
 

Visit our Council website and 
click on the "Manpower" tab. If 
you are looking for work, enter 
your information to post and if 
you are looking for help, send a 
request to be contacted. 

We Still Need Your Help 

W e have started planning for our 
Council's 20th Anniversary Celebration 
on June 18, 2011.  We need your help 
in gathering photographs of the past 
20 years. We need pictures of events, 
ceremony’s and just of all of the fun 
that we have had over the years. 
 
We would also like to find all the 
awards/certificates and memorabilia 
presented to our Council in the past.  
If you have anything that we could ei-
ther take a picture of or make copies 
of, please let us know. 
 
All items will be used in the “year 
book” we will be putting together over 
the next few months and in a slide 
presentation honoring all those who 
have put so much into our Council to 
make it the great success that it is to-
day. 
 
If you can help in any way, please con-
tact Ron Martorana at 209-868-
6809 /  monti000@aol.com   or John 
McCave at 209-551-9534 / 
mccave@yahoo.com. 

Then the angel said to me, "Write this: 
Blessed are those who have been called to 
the wedding feast of the Lamb."  And he said 
to me, "These words are true; they come 
from God."  I fell at his feet to worship him.  
But he said to me, "Don't!  I am a fellow ser-
vant of yours and of your brothers who bear 
witness to Jesus.  Worship God.  Witness to 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."   Rev 19:9-
10 

The book of Revelation is an amazing book.  
It “reveals” worship and action in heaven as 
seen through the eyes of the apostle John, 
and written down as instruction for today for 
us who seek to enter eternity with Jesus.  In 
heaven in God’s presence, worship is eternal; 
there is no time.  On earth we set aside time 
(see: Lecturer Notes July 09) for worship on 
Sunday and we go to the place where God is 
most present, the Mass.  While it’s true that 
God is present in the forests, prairies and 
cities, Jesus is most present where His body 
and blood are, the Catholic Church.  He has 
made the sanctuary (the elevated place 
where the ambo and altar are, where the 
celebrants sit and the tabernacle resides) a 
doorway to Heaven.  At the words of the 
priest, the Holy Spirit is summoned from 
Heaven (the first bell rings) and ordinary 
bread (the second bell rings) and wine (the 
third bell rings) are transformed into the 
body and blood of Jesus.  The presence of 
our loving God in our midst is THE miracle 
of miracles!  He has allowed us sinful men 
access to Him through the Mass.  What a 
great and terrifying reality this is!  When Je-
sus died on the cross there was an earth-
quake and the sky went dark and the eye 
witnesses knew that something extraordi-
nary had just happened.  To be sure, the 
consecration of ordinary bread and wine at 
each Mass is of much higher magnitude yet 
there is no eclipse of the sun, no torn cur-
tain, we don’t even get a simple earthquake.  
No wonder no one believes.    

Ed Ibarra 
March business meeting is on Thurs-
day March 3rd at 7:00pm.  Lent begins 
on March 11th.  Mass for the deceased 
Knights of this council is on Friday, 
March 11th at 5:45pm followed by ado-
ration and confession.  Pray that God 
give us the grace to seek Him in the si-
lence and to do His will in March and 
throughout the year.  Pray for the in-
tentions of the Pope.  Pray that politi-
cians have conversion of heart. 

The complete version of this article is posted 
at:  www.kofc10644.org - Click on Lecture 
Notes 

http://www.kofc10644.org�
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Chaplain Rev. Joseph Illo 551-4973 
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