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KNIGHT	  LIGHT	  NEWSLETER	  

Date: 2/3/2015 

Location: Father O’Hare Hall 

Don’t forget the Lenten Fish Dinners 
start on February 20th.  We need you 
to make these events successful! 

Next Meeting 

February 2015 St. Joseph Council #10644, Division 5 Volume 19, Issue 8 

GRAND	  KNIGHT’S	  MESSAGE	  
Happy February, Brother Knights!  
It’s that time of year! To couch this 
in baseball terms:  it’s time for 
pitchers and catchers to show up 
for spring training. I use this as a 
parallel to our season of Lent. It’s 
our season to shine as Knights in 
our immediate community. With 
Lent starting on February 18th (Ash 
Wednesday), our Lenten Fish Fry 
Dinners start up on the Friday the 
20th. For new Knights, this is an 
exciting time of the year to 
participate and meet new gentleman 
Knights in our Parish. When I first 
joined our parish back in 2001, I 
really knew no one in this parish. 
With my personality being what it is 
(a little outgoing), I pushed my way 
in to the inner-circle of the kitchen 
and cooking crew. This is where my 
forte lies, as I like to cook. My point 
here is all Brothers have something 
to offer (whether it be something 
you excel at or something you feel 
passionate about). This is spring 
and should feel like this is a time to 
flourish and feel alive! We’re putting 
the winter months behind us! 
Taking note of January events, I 
would like to thank Michael Loschke 

for stepping up and chairing our 
annual Crab Feed. He has 
painstakingly and confidently 
moved our event to a new level.  
Due to his expert contributions, in 
the future this event should be an 
event that’s successful and well 
thought of in our community. 
We also reinstated the Blue Mass, 
which also well received in the 
community. I would like to 
acknowledge Tammy Menezes, our 
parish Director of Operations, for 
helping make this a huge success 
after a year’s hiatus. Without 
Tammy’s help, I couldn’t have 
made this happen. 
I also want to point out that there 
were two proposals for use of our 
finances made at January’s 
Business Meeting, which will be 
voted on at our February meeting 
on the 3rd.  First, it was proposed 
by Brother Rick Dinubilo, PGK, 
that we make a $5,000 
contribution to the parish for use 
in purchasing an electronic display 
for in front of the church.  This will 
help the parish promote more 
effectively different events 
happening including our own 

	  

events, such as the Lenten Dinners.  It 
was also proposed by the Crab Feed 
Chair, Brother Michael Loschke, that 
$1,000 of the proceeds from the Crab 
Feed be used to help the financial 
situation of the family of Brother Matt 
Iorns, PGK, whose birth of their new 
born child was complicated by severe 
medical issues. 
Also, I want to point out that for those 
of us in a relationship or marriage, 
Valentine’s Day is this month and we 
should take time out to lavish your 
significant others to show your 
appreciation and all things being 
unified in love. 
In closing, let us look forward to 
brighter and warmer days and 
remember that He watches over us 
and helps guides us! 

Grand Knight 
Mike Glendon 
grandknight@kofc10644.com 
209-918-2847 

 

Knight Light Editor: Richard Braun 
Send your letters, stories, ideas, typed with 
your name and phone # no later than the 
15th of each month.  
Please, note, all submissions are subject to 
editing and space availability. 
Website: kofc10644.com  
MAIL:  Richard Braun  

    1821 Kruger Drive,  
    Modesto, CA 95355  

EMAIL: 
NEWSLETTER@KOFC10644.COM  
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Prayers are requested for Brothers: 
Matt Bettencourt and his wife, 
Wendy; Robert de Villiers; Dan 
Dwyer; Ed Fernandes and his wife, 
Beverly; Mike Glendon; Matt Iorns 
and his family and their newborn 
son; John Karaz; Tony Lee; David 
Malsom; Mike Miranda & his wife, 
Nicky; Richard Braun; Jerry 
Oftring & his wife, Ruth; Don 
Reed; Loy Sagrado; and Dave 
Tacchinni. 
Pray also for: Kathy Anderson; 
Stephen Harker, son of Kent 
Harker; Carlos Chavez, brother of 
Alfonso Chavez; Patricia Dinubilo, 

SUNSHINE	  COMMITTEE	  CHAIR’S	  MESSAGE	  
mother of Rick Dinubilo; Phyllis Edwards, 
niece of Frank Holmes; the family of John 
Gorman; Jeremy, son of Robert Hemsley; 
Mary, mother of Ed Hough; Sharon Iorns, 
mother of Matt Iorn; Wayne Michael, 
father of Stephen Michael; Carol Lynne 
Moraca, wife of Sam Moraca; Helen Moya, 
wife of Gary Moya; Darlene Nielsen; Dawn 
Powers, wife of Chris Powers; Maryann 
Powers, mother of Chris Powers; and Van 
Nolan, a Knight friend of Don Baumgratz 
who lives in Dallas, TX. 
Let us also pray for the repose of the souls 
of the Mingham family at the request of 
Brother Ed Ibarra. 
Offer prayers for all of our priests and 

religious so they gain strength 
and wisdom from the Holy Spirit 
to serve the Church in the image 
of Jesus Christ! 
If you know of any updates or 
other prayer requests, please let 
me know. Contact information is 
209-551-9534 
or prayers@kofc10644.com 

 

CHAPLAIN’S	  MESSAGE	  During these dark days of cloud 
and drizzle and fog, we look 
forward to the longer and brighter 
days of spring.  Perhaps we can 
reflect on the dazzling splendor of 
our Immaculate Queen of heaven 
to enlighten us.  She is as fair as 
the moon, which reflects the light 
of the sun. She radiates God’s 
light. 
Our parish community expects us 
to be truly “Knights in shining 
armor” who spread hope and joy to 
those who live in darkness in our 
parish community.  I recommend 
that we all attend the Militia 
Immaculata Retreat, which will be 
held on Saturday, February 7th, in 
our parish hall.   It will inspire us 
to be “Knights of the Immaculata” 
according to the spirituality of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe. 
Jesus said, “You are the Light of 
the World”.  Mary is “the first 
Christian,” and so she is a creature 
of light before all others.  The fact 
that she is the Immaculate 
Conception means that her soul is 
translucent and full of light 
because it has not been rendered 
dark and opaque by the stain of 
sin.  In Mary God’s light can shine 
through and through. Throughout 
the centuries Mary has appeared 
and revealed herself as the 
Immaculate Conception.  Often the 
Immaculata appears radiant with 
heavenly light. 
In 1531, Mary appeared to St. 
Juan Diego on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception.  The 
apparition is described as a 

spectacular light show:  “Approaching 
her presence, he marveled greatly at her 
superhuman grandeur; her garments 
were shining like the sun; the cliff 
where she rested her feet, pierced with 
glitter, resembling an anklet of precious 
stones, and the earth sparkled like the 
rainbow. The mesquites, nopales, and 
other different weeds, which grow there, 
appeared like emeralds, their foliage like 
turquoise, and their branches and 
thorns glistened like gold.”  The 
miraculous image of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe shows her clothed with stars 
surrounded by the rays of the sun.  She 
is shown eclipsing the Aztec sun God. 
In the nineteenth century Mary 
appeared twice in France to tell the 
world that she is the Immaculate 
Conception, and in both apparitions she 
appeared as light amidst darkness.  In 
1830, Mary appeared to St Catherine 
Labouré in Paris in the Chapel of chapel 
Rue de Bac that was miraculously 
illuminated by numerous candles “as if 
for midnight Mass.”   In 1858 in 
Lourdes, Mary showed herself to St. 
Bernadette within a dark grotto, and yet 
Mary appeared luminous in a white 
dress. 
In 1917, Mary appeared to the three 
children of Fatima to spread devotion to 
her Immaculate Heart.  Here again, 
light was an important part of the event.   
The children saw flashes of lightning.  
Then when Mary appeared the children 
saw he as radiant with light.  Mary was 
radiant “like a crystal glass filled with 
pure water with light shining through 

it.”   And of course during the 
last apparition 70,000 people 
saw the promised miracle of the 
sun, which parted the dark 
clouds, danced in the sky and 
dried up all the rain. 
In 1981, Mary appeared to seven 
children in Kibehu, Rwanda, to 
warn them and prepared them 
spiritually for the terrible 
genocide, which would occur 
there in 1993.  Mary introduced 
herself as the “Mother of the 
World” with a message for 
people of every race.  The 
children said here face was 
radiant with light such that it 
could not be seen what color her 
skin was. 
Immaculate Mary can help us in 
this world, which is so dark 
because of hatred and impurity.  
As “Knights of the Immaculata”, 
we can help her to fill the world 
with God’s light! 
Sincerely,  
Father  
Mark Wagner 
Chaplain and Pastor  
St. Joseph’s  
Catholic Church 
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FEBRUARY	  BIRTHDAYS	  AND	  ANNIVERSARIES	  
MEMBERS’ BIRTHDAYS 

Marc Abenoja  2/1  
Richard Dinubilo  2/1 
Mark Hunter  2/1 
Kwei-Cee Chu  2/2 
Steven Wunschel  2/2 
George Sanchez  2/3 
Christopher Bengochea  2/5 
Henry Mendoza  2/5 
Patrick Ringer  2/5 
Tony De Caro  2/7 
Alan Saca  2/7 
Dave Wharton  2/8 
Nathan Steingrebe  2/10 
Andrew Gonzales  2/11 
Carroll Lammey  2/11 
Efram Florendo  2/12 
Ruben Sanchez  2/12 
Albert Gonzales  2/14 
Robert Hemsley  2/14 
Norbert Mendonca  2/14 
Michael Grodt  2/15 
Tyson Murphy  2/17 
Brandon Harker  2/18 
Timothy Dickert  2/20 
Richard Elson  2/20 
Ed Ibarra  2/21 
Thomas Orosco  2/22 
John Karaz  2/23 
Jeff McCarthy  2/24 
Sean Garcia  2/25 
Jesse Cristerna  2/26 

LADIES’ BIRTHDAYS 
Jennifer Richmond 2/4 
Sandra Uyeshiro 2/12 
Monica Gonzales 2/13 
Aylene Wee 2/16 
Deanna Kitcher 2/16 
Frances Carney 2/17 
Julita Casiano 2/17 
Debbie Goulart 2/17 
Kristi Marsella 2/17 
Andrea Hemsley 2/18 
Rose Mary Law 2/23 
Cheryl Driggs 2/24 
Ileana Walsh 2/25 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
James & Amanda Towne 2/2 
Donald & Debbi Cavagnaro 2/8 
Mark & Margaret Hunter 2/10 
Robert & Margaret Offermann
 2/11 
Hugo & Alejandra Fausto 2/12 
Raymond & Patricia Chavarria
 2/14 
Gary & Maryann Koblentz 2/15 
Ed & Sue Gamboa 2/25 
Victor & Maria Lopez 2/27 
Amado & Kelly Valencia 2/27 
John & Mary Mullins 2/28 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 ~ February 2015 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 

 

2  
Officers’ Meeting 
6:30 PM 
Meeting Room in 
Main Office 
Presentation of the Lord  

3  
Business Meeting  

7 PM 

O’Hare Hall 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  

 

19  
 

20  
Married Life 
Themed  Fish Fry 
Dinner,  5  PM  
O’Hare Hal l  
Daniel  Hernandez,  
Chair  

21  
Clean up  

Patio  

O’Hare Hal l  

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
Consecrated Life 
Themed  Fish Fry 
Dinner,  5  PM  
O’Hare Hal l  
Daniel  Hernandez,  
Chair  

28  
Clean up  

Patio  

O’Hare Hal l  
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FINANCIAL	  SECRETARY’S	  REPORT	  
Brothers, 
I cannot believe that Christmas 
has come and gone. It seems 
like yesterday it was 
Thanksgiving; and then I 
picked up my wife from her 
trip to her homeland in the 
Philippines. I was able to 
attend each of the dawn 
masses that that was a part of 
the Filipino tradition this year. 
My wife was a part of the choir 
each day. And, I did see several 
Knights in attendance during 
that nine-day ritual. We finally 
took down our outdoor lights, 
but the tree will be up for a few 
more weeks. I enjoy the colors 
and what it all means during 
this season. As you grow older, 
it seems like time is not a 
friend anymore; it passes all 
too quickly.   
Some of you may know that I 
dabble a bit into country music 
history with a website that I 
have maintained since 2000. 
The early part of the year 
seems to be a time when we 
lose some of those legends in 
the business. And when it is 
someone like Little Jimmy 
Dickens, it touches across 
generations. I have had the 
pleasure and privilege to meet 

some of these icons that are a 
part of the history - Dusty Owens 
and his wife, Betty - he got to see 
Little Jimmy when he got his 
start. Then I got to meet his 
friend Merv Shiner (can you 
recall "Peter Cottontail"?) over 
lunch one day at Dusty's home. 
These folks are just down to 
earth as we are and grateful for 
the blessings they have received 
in life. Dusty in fact gave up his 
musical career to become a 
preacher for a time. Country 
music roots stretch to its gospel 
and family roots. That's part of 
the reason they ended Jimmy's 
memorial service with "Will The 
Circle Be Unbroken".   
At our first Business Meeting of 
the year, we learned that our 
Lecturer, Ed Ibarra, was stepping 
down. I want to thank him for 
his years of service to our 
Council. I always looked forward 
to his portion of our monthly 
meetings.  He had passion, 
compassion, and fervor and tried 
to connect his talks with current 
events. He will be a tough act to 
follow. Thanks, Ed! You made us 
pause and reflect with your 
lectures.  And finally, I salute 
Mike Grodt and Sam Moraca who 
served in the position before I 
did. They tolerated a version of 

software and recordkeeping 
that was developed in the 
1990s. This year, our records 
are being moved into the new 
software to enable better 
recordkeeping, one data source 
and in the end, the next 
Financial Secretary will find it 
easier to maintain records.   
One last comment, I was asked 
to run a report of how long 
members had been Knights in 
our Council. The new database 
had such a report. Did you 
know we have a Brother who 
has been a Knight for 74 
years? My Brothers, I am 
proud to be a part of such a 
Council! 

Financial Secretary, 
Dave Sichak 
finsec@kofc10644.com 

 

JOHN’S	  JOKES	  
FOR VALENTINE'S DAY: 

A husband, proving to his wife that 
women talk more than men, showed 
her a study which indicated that men 
use, on the average, only 15,000 words 
a day, whereas women use 30,000 
words a day.  She thought about this 
for a while and then told her husband 
that women use twice as many words 
as men because they have to repeat 
everything they say. 
Looking stunned, he said, "What?" 

 
FOR UNMARRIED ONLY: 

Happy Independence Day! 
 

“By all means marry. If you get a 
good wife, you'll be happy. If you get 
a bad one, you'll become a 
philosopher.” – Socrates 
 
Woman inspires us to great things, 
and prevents us from achieving 
them. 
 
The great question, which I have not 
been able to answer is, . . . "What 
does a woman want?" 
 
Some people ask the secret of our 

long marriage. We take time to go 
to a restaurant two times a week. A 
little candlelight, dinner, soft 
music and dancing. She goes 
Tuesdays, I go Fridays. 
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LECTURER’S	  NOTES	  
Fellow Brothers, 
This is going to sound like 
the beginning of a bad joke. I 
recently walked into a local 
roadhouse bar and saw my 
friend, who is an incredible 
singer, who asked me to sing 
a song with his band. I 
agreed, and as I entered the 
stage, he gave me a less than 
godly introduction. The crowd 
cheered and I hunkered and 
cringed.  I followed that up by 
saying, “Wow, he's a hard act 
to follow!”  
I have to tell you when our 
Grand Knight, Michael 
Glendon, asked me to fill this 
position as Lecturer for our 
Council and shared that 
several of you had thrown my 
name into the hat, I was 
surprised, humbled, filled 
with thoughts of: “I can’t do 
that!” Or: “Am I good enough 
to speak of the good news of 
Jesus Christ to my 
Brothers?” But most of all, 
following Ed Ibarra's foot 
steps? Now, this truly is a 
compliment and a blessing, 
but what a tough act to 
follow! We have been blessed 
with Ed and other past 
Lecturers. How ironic is it 
that the singer who 
introduced me is named 
Eddie.  
Well, we all know that 
Brother Ed Ibarra would 
never give us a bad 
introduction.  As a matter of 
fact, he has given his 
countless hours of dedication 
to us by sharing with us his 
love through the word 
direction and love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. To speak the 

good word of the Lord to my 
Brothers is that difficult??? No, 
that's easy, because you all 
have ears. As I looked over the 
crowd filled with my friends 
and strangers as they cheered, 
I couldn’t help but want for 
them what we all have.  
Jesus did not separate himself 
from the sinners: he came for 
us! People were changed in a 
second by His presence.  We 
know he healed the sick, cast 
out demons, taught the blind to 
see, but he also passed that on 
to the apostles. I can’t help but 
think: “If I had the faith of a 
mustard seed, I could make a 
big difference in this world.” 
They would see what my 
Brothers see while handing out 
Tootsie Rolls, making omelets 
for a whole hall full of 
parishioners, feeding the 
homeless at the mission, or just 
praying together for the 
community and the sick. If the 
world could only see in me 
what my Brothers see this is 
my prayer. We are very 
fortunate to have each other! 
We are all called to evangelize 
and if necessary to do so by 
using words. Some do listen. 
Some can see.  
A close friend once told me, 
“You go to church more than 
anybody and read the Bible 
more than anybody or at least 
anybody I know.” 
I responded, “Not so. Yes, I 
have been trying to be 
intentional by going to mass 
every day of the week, spending 
at least 1 hour a week with the 
Holy Spirit in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, and reading 
the daily readings, but there 

are many more like me, like 
us!” One such parishioner 
would go to every mass every 
day.  Now that’s love and 
dedication!  How about our 
priests? Are they not an 
example of Christ? And what 
about their dedication to the 
sacraments and the 
community? Let us all be an 
example to them! Let us be 
an example of Christ!  
By the way, daily mass keeps 
getting bigger and bigger. I 
once ran into Father Illo after 
one such mass and he was 
truly impressed.  He told me 
to spread the gossip about 
going to mass!  Come to next 
Business Meeting and bring a 
Brother Knight. Let’s show 
our numbers at mass, at the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, at 
the Business Meetings, and 
at other Knights’ functions.  
Love you Brothers, 
Stephen Edward Michael 
Lecturer  
lecturer@kofc10644.com 
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DEPUTY	  GRAND	  KNIGHT’S	  MESSAGE	  
My dear Brother Knights, 
As Knights, we are 
extremely busy, especially 
this time of year.  Our 
Lenten Dinners start up 
this month.  That always 
seems to bring out the best 
of our Council, as many of 
those that are not able to 
make it to the monthly 
Business Meeting or other 
events during the year, 
seem to find the time to 
help out or be present at 
the Lenten Dinners.  That 
is great that the time of 
year where we should be 
reflecting and repenting, 
we find a way to go back to 
what makes us strong as a 
Council.  This is especially 
true when you reflect on 
what the word “repent” 
means, which is a turning 
back to what is good. 
As I have stressed in 
previous months, it is 
important that we find a 
way to give at least 2-5 
hours each year to the 
Council.  Some of us are 
able to complete this and 
more each and every 
month.  Others are not 
able to put that many 
hours every month, and so, 
are more selective as to at 
which events they are able 
to help out.  Either way is 
fine, my Brothers, as long 
as we are following through 
with our promises taken at 
our First Degree 
Exemplification to give and 
to be charitable. 

We also need to be able to 
share about the hours that 
we are giving.  Now, I am not 
saying that we should as 
individuals or as a Council 
brag about how many hours 
we put into helping at 
different Knight event or 
other events in the 
community.  We do, 
however, have a couple of 
reasons that we need to keep 
track of those hours. 
First of all, as a Council, we 
are required to submit both 
to the state and the national 
levels how many hours we 
are volunteering.  This helps 
to show that we are living up 
to our promises to do so.  We 
also submit similar reports 
to the parish to be able to 
show that we are living up to 
our not-for-profit status and 
helping to improve the 
parish.  Finally, it is good 
public relations for us as a 
Council to keep track of and 
report how many hours the 
members of the Council put 
into helping the parish, the 
community, and society as a 
whole.  Yes, we can write 
checks to different 
community agencies, but it 
works much better to be able 
to say, “Members in our 
Council put in more than 
XXXXX hours in the past 
year helping to do God’s 
work in improving the 
world.” 
So, how can we possibly 
keep track of how many 
hours that all of members 

put into helping the 
Council and in other 
community agencies.  We 
cannot do so without your 
help.  In past years, former 
Officers made a guess and 
reported what they 
thought.  Many of us 
thought that we were 
underestimating, so we 
have asked you all to let us 
know each month either at 
the Business Meetings or 
by submitting your hours 
online.  Some of us feel 
that we are still not 
capturing all of the hours.  
That is why I am 
dedicating all of this 
month’s article to 
encourage you to submit 
your hours each and every 
month.  We do not need to 
know specific details, 
merely submit the total 
number of hours you 
helped at a Knights’ event 
or meeting and then how 
many for another 
community agency or the 
church.  It is that simple 
and it helps us to show 
what a great Council we 
have and what great 
Knights you all are.  
Submit yours today! 
God bless, 
Richard Braun 
Deputy Grand Knight 
dgk@kofc10644.com 

 


