God; you’re really out there!
"Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.  But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice.  But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers."  Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they did not realize what he was trying to tell them.  So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who came [before me] are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the gate.  Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.



John 10 : 1-10
In this passage Jesus says that He is the gate, twice.  More on the gate below.
Last month I wrote about the God the Father and touched on some of His attributes but there are other things about God that I didn’t address.  First among them are His infinite dignity and our relationship to that dignity.  For our part that relationship is expressed in our form of worship.  We the created turn toward the creator and acknowledge that we belong to Him.  He created us in His image and likeness so our fulfillment is with Him; apart from Him we are incomplete.  The world is full of incomplete people, we see them everywhere go and they fill the news.  They are liars, gossips, greedy, thieves and prideful people who don’t live up to their God given dignity.  Our Christian call is to find our fulfillment in God and take that fulfillment out to those who are incomplete.  Can you imagine how much crime and confusion in the world would disappear if people would return to God in obedience.  Obedience is usually the hang-up and our culture teaches us to submit to no man not even God himself, most people are obedient to the culture.
For Catholic’s worship can be divided into 3 types; 

1. Latria: Adoration, that worship which can only be given to God and no other. 

2. Hyperdulia: Prayer and veneration that is only addressed to Mary the mother of God. 

3. Dulia: That veneration that is addressed to the communion of saints

Here is the principal; God cannot coexist with sin.  Consider this passage about heaven; 
“The treasure and wealth of the nations will be brought there, but nothing unclean will enter it, nor any (one) who does abominable things or tells lies. Only those will enter whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”  

Rev 21:27
In heaven, in the presence of God sin cannot exist.  Sin is anything that separates us or brings division into our relationship with God.  So to be worthy to enter into God’s presence we must be separated from sin and those desires to sin.  Another way to state that is that we must be united to God’s holy will and at his service.  Sure, that sounds easy but in truth it’s not for most of the world.  
In the next passage Jesus again uses the analogy of the gate to illustrate the difficulty and necessity of searching out God’s perfect will.  The surprise isn’t that there are false gates but that we actually have to discern the correct gate.  We have a stake in the outcome.

 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction and those who enter through it are many.  How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few.   "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but underneath are ravenous wolves.  By their fruits you will know them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles?  Just so, every good tree bears good fruit, and a rotten tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a rotten tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  So by their fruits you will know them.  

Matt 7:13-20

As Catholics we have an edge in that department.  It takes self discipline, the type we build up through fasting at Lent.  It also takes obedience and humility which we should work at during lent as well as year around.  It takes the sacraments, get to confession.  It takes prayer and worship and it isn’t ever easy but it is possible.  Jesus tells us so.
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June business meeting is on Thursday June 2nd at 7:00pm.  Mass for the deceased Knights of this council is on Friday, June 10th at 5:45pm followed by adoration and confession.  Let’s all make a good confession this month and pray that God give us the grace to seek Him in the silence and to do His will in June and throughout the year.  Pray for the intentions of the Pope.  Pray that Catholics be drawn to the Cross and conversion of heart.  Pray that God’s will be done in the hearts of the sick and dying.
The complete version of this article is posted at:  www.kofc10644.org - Click on Lecture Notes
